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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment document filed on Js considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 

37 CFR 1.121. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is required. Only the 
corrected section of the non-compliant amendment document must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire 
^^Amendments to the claims" section of applicant's amendment document must be re-submitted. 37 CFR 1.121(h). 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
D 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other 
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□ 2. Abstract: 

D A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other 

^ 3. Amendments to the drawings: _ 

D 4. Amendments to the claims: 

n A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

□ C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each 
claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim number by using 
one of the following 7 status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously 
presented), (New) and (Not entered). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 

□ E. Other: 



For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP Sec. 714 and the USPTO website at 
hUD ://www.uspto.fiov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/offi ceflver.pdf . 

If the non-compliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of 
this letter to supply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121 will result in 
non-entry of the preliminary amendment and examination on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed 
changes in the preliminary amendment(s). This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit 
is not extendable. 

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION (including a submission for an RCE), and 
since the amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1.135(c)), applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of 
ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice within which to re-submit the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121 
in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for 
response to a final rejection continues to run from the date set in the final rejection, and is not affected by the non-compliant 
status of the amendment. 

Legarfnstruments Examiner (LIE) Telephone No. 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Efffective Date: July 30, 2003 



All amendments filed on or after the clTectivc date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR || 2 1 Sec Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Rev 
3861 1 (June 30. 2003). posted on the Office's website at: httn:/Avww.usplo.eov/wcb/palenls/ifw/ 
with related mfonnation. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 1 . and described below replaces 
the voluntary revised amendment format available to applicants since February 2003 NOTE- STRICT* 

?n^'?m/^'i*^L'?'''^'^y"^J^'''?^ ' '2' required as OFTHE effective date (July 

30, 2003) The Office will notify applicants of amendments that arc not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. Sec MPEP 7 M.03 (Rev. I.Feb 2003) Thenon 
compliant scction(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected scction(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to hi^hUyht the, ma ior dlffercnc., h.(,^een the re.vh^d ?7 Cnti 

/. 121 and the voluntaiy revised amendm e nt formal that applicants could use since February. 200 j 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed. 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTIPR 
I. Begin each sectio n of an amendment document on a separate sheet: 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specification Amendments. Claim Amendments Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a'new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image iile wrapper. 

H. Two versions of amended partts) no longer required: 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no longer require hvo versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for substitute spccificationit under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

A) Amendments (o the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim, must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. Atter each claim number in the listing the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
cuEcm changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the application. 

(1) The current sla(us ofali oflhc claims in the application, including any previously canceled not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn) (new) 
(prevtously presented) and (not entered}. The text of all pending claims, including mthdrawn c.lain:. must 
be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled a«rf«2£««W claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims beinp currcnlly amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shoun by underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) xvith 2 exceptions ( I ) 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, double b rackets may be used fep.. lleroorllk and (2) if 
strikethrough cannot be easily perceiyed (e.e.. deletion of t h e number "4" or certain nuncluatinn n.nrk., 
double brackets must be used (e-g., IMIIlAs an alternative to usine double brackets. howc.ye77:^i:7 ~^ 
portions of text may be included before and after text b eing deleted, all in strikethrou f ^h. followed bv 
including and underlining the extra text with th e desired change (e.n.. number 4 as number 14 ovj An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status '•currently 
amended, ' and "withdrawn" that arc being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currently amended, including withdrawn claims, must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version oflhc claims. 
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(4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of the 
claim must not be presented. Providing an instniction to cancel is optional. 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing with (he status identifier "(new)" the 
text of the claim must not be underlined. * 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement {e.g.. Claims I - 5 (canceled)). 

Example oflislinL- of claims (use of the word "claim" before the claim number is o plional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 1 0 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 1 2 (not entered) 

Claim 1 3 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 
B) Amendments to the snccification: 

Amendments to the specification, including the abstract, must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or 
section or abstract marked up to show changes made relative to the i.nmediaic prior version. An accompanying clean 
version .s not required and should not be presented. Newly added paragraphs or sections, including a new abstract 
(mstcad of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined. A replacement or new absu^acl must be submitted on a 
separate sheet, 37 CFR 1 .72. If a substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments 
both a clean version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR 1 . 1 25. ' 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or substitute specification must be shown by underlining (for 
added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: ( 1 ) for dcleiion of five characters or fewer 
double brackets m ay be used (e.e.. f/ eroori n : and (7) ifstrikefhrouph ca„„nt he easily nerceived (e.e.. deleiion nf 
the number "4" or c ertain p unctuation marks), double brackets must be used fcp.. ff4//). As an aUernalive to 
usin^ double brackets, however, extra nortions of text m a y be included before and after text being deleted, all in 
stnkclhrough, followed by including an d underlining the extra text with the desired chanpr (q nr j m/j n r'f j : 
number 14 as) ' ' ' 

C) Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments 
or remarks, section of the amendment, and may be acco mpanied bv a marked-up canv of one or more of the Hi'ures ' 
being amended, with annotations. Any replacement drawing sheet must be identiHcd in the too marpin as 
"Replacemcni Sheet" and include all of the figures appearing on the immediate pnor version of the sheet even 
though only one figure may be amended. Any marked-u n (annotated) copyshomne changes must he labeled 
' . 'Annotated Marked-up Drawings" and accompany the rep lacement sheet in the amendment (e.g.. as an annendlvl 
The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be labeled as "amended " If the changes to the 
diawmg figurc(s) arc not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified. 

Questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this Oyer should be 
directed to: Elizabeth Dougherty or Gcna Jones, Legal Advisors, ^r Joe Narcavagc, Senior Special Projects Examiner 
Office of Patent Legal Administration, by e-mail to patentDracticefeusoto.gov or by phone at (703) 305-1616 
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